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A Missionary View

At the age of 14, 62 years ago, | began to sense God'’s call to serve Him in Christian ministry. In 1968 God blessed me with
the love of my life & partner in ministry when He put Kathy in my life. In 1981, 44 years ago, the Kemper family came to
Trenton, | became pastor of White Hall Baptist Church & | began a special relationship with the Gibson Baptist Association
(GBA). Little did I/we know how God was preparing us for life & ministry ahead! In 1993 we were appointed by the
International Mission Board (IMB) as missionaries to Romania & we served as English Language Pastor in Bucharest, &
later as Mission Administrators for the Central Europe Mission, including IMB work in Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Czech
Republic, & Poland. Bro. Ken Sparkman retired as DOM for GBA in 1999, the association Search Team reached out to us
inviting us to come back to the States to be the DOM. Though we were very fulfilled in Central Europe ministry, we felt
God leading us to accept the call back to GBA, specifically to “Mobilize” the association to be more directly involved in
Missions “going.” For seven years we were blessed to see increase in direct missions’ involvement among churches &
people. During those years we began a partnership in Romania; we began partnership with Birth Choice of Jackson; &
Christian Women's Job Corp began ministry in Trenton. The Wingo fund was already on the “books,” but we reorganized
& incorporated those funds as an ongoing strategy to provide financial support enabling & encouraging volunteers to
participate in missions at home, national & international. The financial gifts from churches & individuals given to the
Wingo funds has assisted many GBA volunteers to “hands on & direct missions’ participation. In 2006 Kathy & | returned
to the International Mission Field, re-appointed by the IMB to Costa Rica & Argentina. Bro. Roger & Penny Stacy came to
GBA continuing to lead, enlist & enable many volunteers to participate in hands-on mission projects blessing the
association for more than 15 years! After 6 years for us in Costa Rica and Argentina, Kathy & | returned to Tennessee in
2012. | served 4 years as DOM in the Lawrence County Baptist Association then retired returning to the Jackson area
where | served in 4 churches as Interim Pastor. In 2022 you invited us to return to GBA as Interim DOM, then later you
allowed me to be DOM once again! Though | am daily fulfilled in my Kingdom service call here among you, | am
increasingly aware that | am not physically as functional as | once was. Though | delight in ministry & missions among you
all, the Lord has directed me to retire a second time to welcome & support Brother Andy Milam as the new GBA DOM/
AMS! I hope to continue preaching & missions until either God calls me home or until Jesus comes again! Thank you, & |
thank the Lord for the 10 years of Kingdom service with GBA! | shared this chorus with the GBA Pastors Conference
Monday: “I've never been sorry | heeded God’s call. I've never been sorry | gave Him my alll My walk with the Master

grows sweeter each day. I've never been sorry, one step of the way!” (by Jamal Badry)
Blessings, Brother Mike

The Associational Missionary Strategist (DOM)

Search Committee would like to invite everyone from GBA JOIN US FOR A RETIREMENT CELEBRATION
churches to welcome our new AMS, Bro. Andy Milam. honoring
You are invited to attend a drop-by reception and pounding % “glKEJ:EMPERZGth
onday, January

on January 18, 2026, in the Fellowship Hall of

Salem Baptist Church from 2 to 4 p.m. Come & Go Reception / 6-7PM

We would like each family to bring an item to help furnish his new house. You are also welcome to stay for the Executive Board Meeting,
He could use things like paper towels, canned goods, coffee, which begins at 7pm.
grocery staples, and cleaning supplies.

Our mission is to share the gospel, shape leaders, and strengthen churches.




Gibson Baptist Association Executive Board Meeting / Monday, January 26 - 7pm - Association Office

§ Happy New Year from Your Send Team! Max Lucado once said, “No one can do everything, but everyone can do
something.” This spirit is at the core of the SBC, the TBMB, and most importantly, THE GBA!!! I've never encountered an
association more eager to support any church ready to step out and make a difference in the name of Jesus! | understand your

_| church might feel too large to find time for a mission endeavor, or too small to afford it... but | assure you, you are mistaken.
Jesus commanded us to go, and your Send Team is excited to see more of us going than ever before!

As we step into a New Year, the Send Team wants to remind you of the mission opportunities available to you. The first is the Jerry Legg
Memorial Volunteer Missions Banquet, taking place at First Baptist Church in Bradford on February 5, 2026, at 6 pm. We are grateful for
our partnership with the WMU and their assistance with the meal. This year’s menu will feature homemade chili, soup, and beans with all
the trimmings. Last year’s celebration was truly inspiring as | heard many share how God worked through their willingness to “go.”

We also need your support in submitting recommendations for the Volunteer Missionary of the Year. Please send your name, the name of
the person you are recommending, and a brief explanation of why they deserve this honor to the Associational Office by January 12, 2026.

Your Send Team is here to support you and our Association in fulfilling the call of the Great Commission. We eagerly anticipate serving
together!

Bradley Gray Team Leader, GBA Send Team
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR GIBSON COUNTY CWIC / TWICE BLESSED

We will close the office at noon, Dec. 23, for the Christmas & New As we approach the end of another year, we are especially grateful
Year holidays. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! for all the blessings of 2025. We can only give all praise and glory
to God for the success that we have experienced with relocating,
salvation and baptism of girls at the house and the continued
support of the community.

December
23: GBA office closes at Noon

24-Jan 4: GBA closed for Christmas & New Year Holidays
We celebrated at our Volunteer Christmas Party with 25 in

January attendance. We recognized Maggie Davis and Judy Carpenter as

13: Deadline for Volunteer Missionary of the Year nominations “)oyce Brown” volunteers of the year. We remain very thankful for

15: WMU Qrtrly Mtg, Immanuel, T our faithful volunteers, new volunteers, and new opportunities to

18: Welcome Reception/Pounding for Bro. Andy / 2-4pm at Salem serve the Lord in a greater way.

25: TN WMU Scholarship Deadline

26: Retirement Reception, 6pm / Executive Board Meeting, 7pm Please remember us in the new year as the challenges of working
with people in the community and at the House of Hope are

February great. We especially need your prayers and support for the

5: Volunteer Mission Banquet anticipated financing of the building and property at our new

15: Focus on WMU Sunday location.  Gibson County churches, please consider making a

monthly contribution to help us in this endeavor. We have
incurred a lot of expense this year with the move and renovations.

WE STAND FOR

Sanctity of Human Life §AEC—I__I_TY

Sunday is January 18. Y SF

Thanks for any and all prayers and support. It makes all the
difference in the lives of people. Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year from Gibson County Christian Women'’s Job Corp!

J Christy Skelton, Site Coordinator

Why Not Ministries - Volunteers Needed

Volunteer at the Thrift Store (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 10AM-5PM) and/or at the Kitchen (Mon-Fri 11AM-1PM).




Pastors and Wives January Birthdays and Anniversaries

October 1, 2025 - November 30, 2025

Church Yr to Date Receipts Nov Receipts
Birthdays Antioch $ .00 $ .00
3 Mrs Christy Hufstedler, pastor's wife New Hope Avondale .00 00
3 Mrs Charlene King, Retired Pastor’s Wife Fruitland EeeChleve Lisds isa5
14 Mrs Kathleen Sparkman, Retired DOM'’s Widow Elizabethtown, KY Bzz::I:C 576..83 576:38
15 Dr Greg McFadden, Pastor Sugar Creek Bethiags 260.16 260.16
25 Mrs Sheila McFadden, pastor's Wife Sugar Creek Bradford FBC 630.00 315.00
26 Rev Josh Sinquefield, pastor Milan FBC Calvary-H 52.74 29.84
27 Rev Steve Skelton, Pastor Immanuel, T Calvary-R 685.13 685.13
27 Mrs Sherry Vaughn, Interim Pastor’s Wife Beech Grove Center 100.00 .00
AfiiiarcaTias Chapel Hill 1,269.29 755.62
- China Grove .00 .00
4 Rev/Mrs Kenny Vaughn, Interim Pastor & Wife Beech Grove Clear Creek 00 00
19 Rev/Mrs Joey Hufstedler, Pastor & wife New Hope Dyer, FBC 1,582.14 405.36
31 Rev/Mrs Russ Garrett, Pastor & Wife Clear Creek Eldad .00 .00
Elevate 885.00 .00
Gibson Baptist Association Pastors Conference: GBA Pastors Emmanuel 684.64 .00
meet at the Association office most Mondays at 10AM. Fellowship 1,174.40 496.58
Fruitland 16.65 .00
West TN Pastors Conference 2025/26 - Union University Gibson 599.97 352.77
January 13 /10am:  Dr. Steve Gaines, Retired Pastor of Bellevue / Glover Meeting Room Hickory Grove .00 00
February 10 /6pm:  Valentine’s Banquet / Dr. Tommy Vinson, President, Tommy Vinson Idlewild 776.76 279.00
Ministries / Carl Grant Events Center Immanuel-T 402.00 222.00
March 10/ 10am:  Dr. Jeff lorg, President/CEQ, SBC Executive Committee / Glover Mtg Rm Keely Mill .00 .00
April 14 / 10am: Dr. Sonny Tucker, Evangelism Consultant/State Executive Director Kenton, FBC 2,524.89 .00
Liaison, NAMB / Glover Meeting Room Laneview-K .00 .00
May 12 / 10am: Dr. Randy Davis, President/Executive Director, TBMB / Glover Mtg Rm Laneview-T 136.70 57.00
Latham’s Chapel .00 .00
CHURCH NEWS Lavinia 819.98 312.05
Ararat Baptist Church in Jackson, TN is searching for a youth minister for Jr M!dway o D
: : : : Milan, FBC 2,500.00 1,250.00
High & HS Students. For more info, or to submit resume please email Pastor Bryan Mt. Pisgah 374.31 14618
Morris @ bryan_morris@ymail.com. Website: www.araratbaptist.com MGuiEPlassarE 4,049.58 4,049.58
Chapel Hill is seeking an Interim Worship Leader to help minister & New Bethlehem 794.42 3599.62
lead worship and our Praise Team on Sunday mornings. Send resumes to New Haven 700.00 350.00
royjustincoleman@yahoocom. New Hope 00 00
Elevate BC invites all ladies to their 4th Annual Sisters in Faith Ladies’ Event Northerns Chapel 50.00 .00
Sat., January 10 / 5-8 PM / Featuring Laura & Maleka West - Blind Faith Ministries Northside 345.67 168.83
Plus: Soup, Salad, and Desserts / Please reserve your spot by Dec. 28. Oak Grove 273.10 142.26
Contact: Nancy Whitby at (731) 343-4403 or Lisa Massengill at (731) 613-5826 Oakwood 445.44 225.32
Emmanuel, H called Mr. James Richerson as their new Music Director. Qld Aethlehemn 0 4
Poplar Grove .00 .00
Gibson Baptist Church welcomes Darryl Marcle as pastor. Poplar Springs 50.00 50.00
Lavinia Baptist Church is seeking a pastor. Resumes can be emailed to Brian Rutherford FBC 328.24 109.99
Webb at bswebb1974@gmail.com. Salem .00 .00
Mt Pleasant is looking for a Music Minister, someone to lead a blended style of Smyrna ) 116,05 LS
worship. Part time/bi-vo position. Send resume to johnny.mccartney@yahoo.com. Soring Hill F9L.56 LELDE
The Church at Sugar Creek 1,216.36 .00
New Bethlehem is seeking a full-time associate pastor. Contact Tim Sullivan at Trenton, FBC 1,250.00 00
731-487-0335 or 731-692-4870 for more information. Walnut Grove .00 .00
New Haven Baptist Church in Milan is seeking a full time pastor. Resumes can West Carroll Unity 269.00 .00
be mailed to P.O. Box 674, Milan, TN 38358 or e-mailed to Westside 400.00 .00
gregcharlotte@charter.net. White Hall 428.78 428.78
Rutherford FBC is currently seeking a full time pastor. Resumes can be mailed to Undesignated 27,697.25 12,699.13
P.O. Box 277, Rutherford, Tn. 38369 or email: fbcrutherford@tennesseetel.net. Designated 3,296.50
White Hall is currently in search of a bi-vocational Music Minister. More R 1252.00
info or to apply for the position, contact Tyler Scott at 731-676-6484 YTD Total Receipts $32,245.75
or nicholas.tyler.scott@gmail.com.

2025-26 Wingo Goal: $22,000
Received: $2,106.41

GBA Churches Seeking a Pastor: Beech Grove, Calvary H, Fruitland,

Laneview K, Lavinia, New Haven, Rutherford FBC, Smyrna, Westside




1513 }"S'ON - 109-950 ; I \DILS 7 \ Elevate’s 4th Annual Sisters in Faith Ladies’ Event
Published monthly by GBA, Mailed second class at e B | sat, January 10/ 5-8 PM / 9000 W. Van Hook St, Milan
PO Box 186, Trenton TN 38382 ek 8 ' Featuring Laura & Maleka West - Blind Faith Ministries
GBA OFFICE PHONE: 731-855-1202 o o Plus: Soup, Salad, and Desserts

FAX: 731-855-9846, WEB SITE: www.gbalife.org - _ | Please reserve your spot by the deadline of Dec. 28.
Bro. Mike’s E-Mail: kempermk@gmail.com — Contact: Nancy Whitby at (731) 343-4403
Grace’s E-mail: gbamsl@gbalife.org RSVP by Dec. 28th Lisa Massengill at (731) 613-5826

COURTS FOR CHRIST ZhSﬂinNL = 0

Wednesday, January 28 - 6:30 PM I UG E I H E R
Gibson County Highschool

Speaker: Andy Milam / Worship: TBD (o\ R TLENATIONAL
MISSION BOARD

Pictured Below: The 2025 Pastors, Ministerial Staff,

. : : ), Sl B Tennessee Ba; h'u‘
& Wives Christmas Dinner = PR A MISSION ncfmn DISASTER RELIEF

Tennessee Disaster Relief

TN DISASTER RELIEF WEST TN REGIONAL TRAINING EVENT

February 6-7, 2026 at First Baptist Church, Milan
Chaplaincy training will also be taught this weekend.

Find out more at: https://tndisasterrelief.org/event/2026-west-tn-
disaster-relief-regional-training-milan/

UPCOMING LOCAL WEST TN TRAININGS

January 10: Spiritual Preparation/Evangelism - Dresden
January 17: Introduction to Disaster Relief, Chainsaw Operation
& Safety, and Mass Feeding - Bolivar
February 21: Spiritual Preparation/Evangelism - Jackson

Find out more at: https://tndisasterrelief.org/events/

Pictured Right: Humboldt Hispanic
Thanksgiving Dinner

- q‘ ki g b Y
The Bertie Thompson Scholarshlp is available to members of GBA churches and provides financial help for students who sense a
calling to serve in some aspect of Christian ministry & maintain a certain GPA. Applications available on the GBA Website,
www.gbalife.org - deadline May 18. The Continuing Education Scholarship is for people in ministry (both lay & vocational) taking
classes (Seminary, Bible College, or Christian Education type courses). Application available at GBA or online at gbalife.org.




