
A Missionary View 
       We are gearing up for our upcoming mission 
trips this year as a virtual missionary association. I 
just received an e-mail from Phil Kesler, strategist 
for Brazil, that our association is the very first in all 
of Brazil to submit a job request as a virtual mission-
ary association.  I will be going to Brazil, May 25-June 3, to do 
some research and preliminary work for future teams.  I would 
encourage you to pray about being a part of future trips this year 
which are listed here: 
*   May 25-June 3  Evangelism, Discipleship, Simple Church Start 
*   September 8-17 Evangelism, Discipleship, Simple Church Start 
*   December 1-10  Evangelism, Discipleship, Simple Church Start 
     We are anxious to receive the pastors from the Northeast Iowa 
Baptist Association the weekend of April 19-21.  If your church 
would like to have one of the pastors from Iowa preach and share 
with your congregation on April 20th, please contact the office. 
     If you are looking for a summer mission trip for your church, 
there is a need for a roofing team in Ossian, Iowa (Living Hope 
Baptist Church). If there is enough interest, an associational team 
could be organized. Other opportunities for VBS teams, prayer 
walking, block party ministries, etc…are requested in Dubuque, 
IA. 
     The April 1 deadline for registration for our pastors & wives 
retreat at Paris Landing is fast approaching. The retreat will be 
May 2-3 and the cost is $50.  Joyce Rogers will speak to the wives 
and will lead a joint session as well. The event will kick off with a 
free fish fry on Friday evening. 
     We will have a Disciple-Making Conference on May 15th and 
16th, at FBC Trenton. This is a cluster event (Beulah, Dyer, Gib-
son). The conference will be offered on Thursday night with a 
meal. We will repeat the same conference on Friday morning with 
a breakfast meal. Pastors and church leaders are encouraged to 
attend. 
     Check out our website at www.gbalife.org.  You can download 
our newsletter and previous ones as well.  Randy Nicholas, web-
master, has created a download section so that you may download 
forms and information as it is posted. 
     
    Your Missionary,  
    Bro Roger 
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Poolside Reflections 
 
And he was saying, “ Jesus, remember me when 
You come in Your kingdom!”   And He said to him, 
“ Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in 
Paradise.  Luke 23:42,43 
 
 There is more to this scene than a dying man’s conversion.  
There is more than a dying Savior’s promise.  Jesus said, 
“Today!”   There is nothing more relevant than today.  Jesus 
said, “you shall be with Me!”   There is nothing more important 
than our relationship to God.  Whatever heaven (or Paradise) is 
– it is where God is.  You can’ t want to go to heaven and not 
want to be around God!  Jesus said, “ in Paradise!”.  There can 
be nothing more real than spending eternity with your Creator in 
a place that He has prepared.   Jesus made a commitment to that 
dying thief which was relevant, relational and real. 
 
 In essence, Jesus was saying, “ I’m about to change the way 
you are going to die”.  The difference between us and the thief 
on the cross, is that, chances are – we will see tomorrow.  But 
Jesus didn’ t die on the cross and rise from the dead, just to 
change the way we die.  He did so to also change the way we 
live.  He offers us a new life that – like the thief on the cross – is 
relevant, relational, and real! 
 
 Your Christian walk must be relevant!  It must live in the 
“today”  of your experience.  Your Christian walk must be rela-
tional as you engage your Creator in prayer, worship and the 
study of His Word.  Likewise you must engage your neighbor in 
word and deed that they may come to know the Shepherd Who 
gave His life for them.  Your Christian walk must be real not 
merely religious.  The world knows the difference and despises 
the latter as did our Lord. 
 
 May we pray as did the thief, “Jesus, include me when you 
come in Your Kingdom – I want to be where you are – doing 
what you are doing.  I want to be real with you and others.”   
Jesus will change the way you live. 
 
                                                                               - Bro. Randy 
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Cooper at i ve P r ogr am  
Sunday 

Apr i l  13, 2008 

A group of 10 volunteers from GBA led by 
Andy Rice from Humboldt, FBC took a 
mission trip to Costa Rica.   They distrib-
uted 1,949 gospels of John.  They showed 
the movie “Facing The Giants” in 2 differ-
ent parks with approximately 200 attending.  
There were 33 people that came to know the 
Lord as their  Savior.  Left picture is of the 
team members: 1st row: Dianna Rice,  
Phyllis Escue, Rachel Cox, 2nd row: Andy 
Rice, Bro. Jerry Legg, Ernie Chico, Danny 
Dunn, Terry Moody, Stuart Dunn, and Jim 
Acree. Right picture is Jim Acree, Danny 
Dunn, Terry Moody, and Bro. Mike 

Union Uni ver si t y Day  - Apr i l  6 
This day has been set aside by the SBC to take a special love 
offering for Union University. Union and its students have suf-
fered tremendous damage and loss from the tornado that hit 
Jackson, Feb. 5th. Many churches have already given, but if 
your church has not, please consider taking a love offering on 
April 6 and sending your check to the GBA office so that we 
may present one check to Union.  We would appreciate know-
ing of the GBA churches that have already sent an offering.  
Please give us a  call.  

Associat ion VBS Fair — Fr uit land Bapt ist  

GBA had the unique experience of being the 
first association to host a VBS Fair where 
eleven different Vacation Bible School cur-
riculum were presented by twelve different 
GBA churches.   For two nights (March 10 
and 11) at the Fruitland Baptist Church,  
Tony Moore organized over a hundred par-
ticipants from twelve churches to present the 
material who were able to keep the kit.  Life-
way was present for sales from which GBA 
will receive a commission.  Over the two 
nights, 150  people attended the fair. 

Laneview Baptist Church, Trenton 

L ifeway Table and Sales 

VBS Mission Fair  Tony and L inda Moore 

The GBA Derby Care Race was held at Wednesday, March 12 at Northside Baptist Church in Milan.   Approximately,  60 race cars were 
entered in the race.  A total of $100.00 dollars going to Annie Armstrong Easter Offering was given.  Trophies were presented to all win-
ners.  A real race car was on display for viewing.   

GBA Der by Race Race 




